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WASHINGTON â��Â Assistant Secretary â��Â Indian Affairs Carl J. Artman today announcedÂ heÂ has
appointedÂ MontanaÂ attorney Majel Russell, an enrolledÂ memberÂ of theÂ CrowÂ TribeÂ of
Montana, as his new Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary â��Â Indian Affairs. Russell succeeds
GeorgeÂ T. Skibine, theÂ actingÂ principleÂ deputy assistant secretary since April 2, 2007, whoÂ will
continueÂ inÂ Â his current position as director of theÂ Indian Affairs OfficeÂ of Indian
GamingÂ Management. Russellâ��s appointment becameÂ effectiveÂ on August 20, 2007.

â��I am pleasedÂ that Majel Russell has joinedÂ my office as theÂ Principal Deputy
AssistantÂ Â Secretary for Indian Affairs,â��Â Artman said. â��I willÂ rely on
herÂ extensiveÂ experience andÂ Â commitment to Indian peopleÂ as
weÂ moveÂ forwardÂ toÂ makeÂ Indian Affairs moreÂ responsiveÂ toÂ theÂ Â tribes andÂ their
needs.â��Â 

A MontanaÂ nativeÂ raisedÂ on herÂ tribeâ��s reservation locatedÂ in theÂ southeastern portion of
theÂ Â state, Russell has aÂ backgroundÂ in tribal lawÂ andÂ Indian childÂ welfareÂ stemmingÂ from
herÂ career as aÂ social workerÂ andÂ juvenileÂ officerÂ andÂ as aÂ graduateÂ of theÂ University of
MontanaÂ School of Law. SheÂ has workedÂ for herÂ tribeÂ as inÂhouseÂ counsel andÂ moreÂ recently
as its outsideÂ legalÂ Â advisor.

â��My careerÂ has been aboutÂ seekingÂ to improveÂ theÂ quality of lifeÂ in tribal communities
andÂ Â improvingÂ theÂ quality of tribal governance through modernization andÂ reform,â��Â Russell
said. â��I want toÂ express my appreciation to Assistant Secretary Artman for this tremendous
opportunity, andÂ I am lookingÂ forwardÂ toÂ workingÂ with him to address issues that areÂ important
toÂ IndianÂ Â Country.â��Â 

Upon receivingÂ herÂ lawÂ degree,Â Russell went toÂ workÂ for theÂ ConfederatedÂ Salish
andÂ KootenaiÂ Â Tribes of theÂ FlatheadÂ Indian Reservation in western
MontanaÂ whereÂ sheÂ servedÂ as theÂ tribesâ�� leadÂ prosecutor handlingÂ criminal cases,
enforcement of tribal huntingÂ andÂ fishingÂ regulations andÂ otherÂ matters.

SheÂ left theÂ tribeÂ to enter privateÂ practiceÂ in Great Falls, Mont., andÂ laterÂ joinedÂ theÂ firm of
Smith, GuentherÂ andÂ MonteauÂ whereÂ sheÂ representedÂ numerous tribes in theÂ stateÂ as well as
inÂ Â NevadaÂ andÂ Washington State on Indian housing, Indian childÂ welfareÂ andÂ tribal selfÂ-
governance matters.

In 1996, sheÂ establishedÂ theÂ ElkÂ RiverÂ LawÂ Office in Billings, andÂ with herÂ partner, Sam
Painter, representedÂ tribes, tribal businesses andÂ local governments,
andÂ whereÂ sheÂ workedÂ with theÂ CrowÂ Â TribeÂ on aÂ major rewritingÂ of its constitution. Until
herÂ recent appointment, sheÂ representedÂ Â tribes on stateÂ andÂ federal litigation efforts, tribal
government development, tribal courtÂ Â enhancement, water rights negotiations, mineral andÂ natural
resource development, trustÂ Â management reform andÂ gaming, andÂ has litigatedÂ Indian
ChildÂ WelfareÂ Act cases. SheÂ also has representedÂ several national organizations in theÂ areas of

https://www.bia.gov/node/8111/printable/pdf


Indian education, trustÂ reform andÂ Â wildlifeÂ restoration.

Russell is aÂ graduateÂ of LodgeÂ Grass High School on theÂ CrowÂ Indian Reservation
andÂ fromÂ Â Eastern MontanaÂ College (nowÂ MontanaÂ StateÂ University â��Â Billings),
whereÂ sheÂ earnedÂ herÂ Â degreeÂ with dual majors in psychology andÂ sociology
andÂ whereÂ sheÂ receivedÂ theÂ â��OutstandingÂ Â Senior from EMCâ��s Class of 1984â��Â award,
theÂ schoolâ��s highest honor. In 1991, sheÂ receivedÂ theÂ Â â��OutstandingÂ Senior Awardâ��Â as
aÂ memberÂ of UMâ��s lawÂ school graduatingÂ class that year. SheÂ is licensedÂ to practice lawÂ in
theÂ State of MontanaÂ andÂ has been admittedÂ toÂ theÂ UnitedÂ States SupremeÂ Court.

TheÂ Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary â��Â Indian Affairs serves as theÂ first assistant
andÂ Â principal advisor toÂ theÂ Assistant Secretary on policies regardingÂ theÂ administration of
Office of Indian Affairs, BureauÂ of Indian Affairs (BIA) and BureauÂ of Indian Education (BIE)
programs.
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